CHALLENGING A WILL

Providing intelligent legal solutions
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If the witnesses can be contacted, are they able to
give any evidence of the testator’s condition at
the time of signing? How well did they know
the testator?

Also the testator’s signature on the Will itself
might be different to his normal signature on any
letters. Are there any striking differences? If the
signature on the Will looks particularly shaky or
incomplete, this may indicate a problem.

Coercion

Coercion means when somebody is forced to sign
a testamentary document against their own wishes.
The elderly or infirm testator may be easily
intimidated or someone may have set out to gain
the testator’s trust in the hope of benefitting from
the estate.

This is often difficult to prove

Incorrect signing of the Will

A Will must always be signed by the testator in the
presence of two witnesses who must also sign the
document in his or her presence. It is important
that the beneficiaries or their spouses do not
witness the Will as they would then lose the
benefit due to them under the Will.
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Knowledge and approval of contents

There must be clear proof that the testator
knew and approved the Will they have signed.
Anyone who is a capable testator will be
presumed to have had full knowledge and
understanding of its contents.

How We can help

If you feel that you wish to challenge
somebody’s Will, please make an appointment
to see us as soon as possible as it is important
that prompt action is taken.

Huntingdon 01480 454301
St Ives 01480 464600
St Neots 01480 474661
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